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members representing various depart- 
ments of the government; Physics: 
Dr. B. A. Millikan, Dr. C. E. Menden- 
hall; Chemistry: Dr. Marston T. Bo- 
gert, Dr. A. A. Noyes; Medicine and 
Hygiene: Dr. Victor C. "Vaughan; En- 
gineering: Dr. W. F. Durand. 

As rapidly as possible these repre- 
sentatives are getting into touch with 
defense research problems through the 
military branches of the government, 
in which matter the military committee 
plays an important part, at the same 
time bringing these problems to the at- 
tention of the research men and organi- 
zations. The representatives in Wash- 
ington will, among other things, act as 
a central clearing house for the recep- 
tion of problems from the government, 
and their proper distribution; will sift, 
distribute and follow up suggestions of 
a scientific or engineering nature re- 
ceived from any source, individuals or 
groups; and will keep those who are 
working on specific problems informed 
as to the progress being made by 
others working along the same lines. 
It is the desire of the Besearch Coun- 
cil to do anything possible to stimu- 
late scientific activity and aid in any 
possible way its direction and concen- 
tration upon the most vital and imme- 
diate problems. 

INLAND FISH AND GAME AS 
FOOD SUPPLY 

According to a statement issued by 
The New York State College of For- 
estry at Syracuse University, the fish 
and game which can be produced from 
lakes and non-agricultural areas within 
New York State will go a long way 
toward augmenting the meat supply. 
Acting Dean F. F. Moon has appeared 
before the Governor's Patriotic Agri- 
cultural Commission and made a num- 
ber of specific suggestions concerning 
the increase in the production and use 
of fish from inland lakes, and game 
which could be raised on lands unsuited 
to tillage throughout New York State. 
Dr. Charles C. Adams, at the zoology 
department at the College of Forestry 



is authority for the statement that 100 
tons of eels are caught each year in 
Oneida Lake, and that press notices 
last fall tell of the capture by game 
wardens of several trap nets illegally 
set in this lake from which about 
thirty tons of fish were set free. Act- 
ing Dean Moon suggests: That seining 
of inland lakes and streams by state 
officials for mature food fish be per- 
mitted during the period of the war. 
The taking of these fish should not be 
allowed during the breeding season, 
and the possession of seines by any 
person, except state officials, should be 
made illegal. All suitable food fish in 
inland waters should be used under this 
plan without exterminating any species. 

Federal and state hatcheries in New 
York are already turning out large 
numbers of fry, but when liberated a 
great many of these are destroyed by 
natural enemies. Fish nurseries can 
be built cheaply and quickly, and will 
turn out great quantities of fish which 
would soon reach market size. Federal 
or state employees, who are often re- 
leased from hatcheries during the sum- 
mer, could be utilized to take charge 
of one or a group of these nurseries. 

Carp breeds prolifically, matures 
rapidly and is capable of furnishing a 
tremendous amount of protein food. At 
present this fish is found on the markets 
of thirty-five states, and about 20,000,- 
000 pounds are sold annually. The 
disfavor with which many consider carp 
should not belittle its value as food 
under war conditions. 

As a result of conservative game 
regulations in Germany, venison can 
ordinarily be bought during any sea- 
son, and is now more plentiful than 
beef, butter or eggs. There is no rea- 
son, in spite of possible opposition 
from certain types of sportsmen, why 
a substantial reserve meat supply 
should not be created by this provision. 
Game farms now owned by the state 
might be turned primarily into- food- 
producing establishments. The equip- 
ment used for turning out pheasants 
and other fowls could be used for 
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hatching and rearing ducks or other 
poultry which would mature rapidly. 
Belgian hares could also be raised and 
all the animals produced would be 
available for use at state institutions 
or for distribution at cost for breed- 
ing purposes in order to stimulate 
private food production. 

The possible utilization is suggested 
of cutover state forest lands for grazing 
purposes under strict supervision, sheep, 
for instance, could be fattened on this 
wild land, either publicly or privately 
owned. The Federal Forest Service re- 
ceived during the year 1916, $1,210,000 
from grazing fees, and two years ago 
the chief forester reported that one 
sixth of the total meat supply of the 
nation came from animals grazed, for 
a portion of the year at least, within 
the boundaries of the national forests. 
All these suggestions, according to 
Acting Dean Moon, are in accordance 
with the belief that the college has 
maintained during its organization that 
the freest use should be made of all 
waters and non-agricultural land for 
the production of the necessities of 
life. 



WELFARE WORK IN BBITISH 
MUNITION FACTORIES 

The efforts being made in Great 
Britain to conserve the health of muni- 
tion workers through systematic and 
carefully planned welfare supervision 
in factories and workshops are de- 
scribed in a bulletin issued by the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics of the U. S. 
Department of Labor. This bulletin, 
the second one in the group reproduc- 
ing documents giving foreign experi- 
ence in dealing with labor conditions 
growing out of the war, includes re- 
prints of the memoranda published by 
the British Health of Munition Work- 
ers Committee covering the subjects of 
welfare supervision, industrial can- 
teens, canteen construction and equip- 
ment, investigations as to workers ' food 
and suggestions as to dietary, and 
washing facilities and baths. The bul- 
letin also includes an article on "The 
value of welfare supervision to the 



employer," by B. Seebohm Rowntree, 
a manufacturer, and director of the 
welfare department, British Ministry of 
Munitions. 

The home secretary has been given 
powers to secure the welfare of muni- 
tion workers by issuing orders, regu- 
lating such matters as arrangements 
for preparing or heating and . taking 
meals, supply of drinking water and 
protective clothing, ambulance and 
first-aid provision, supply and use of 
seats in workrooms, facilities for wash- 
ing, accommodation for clothing, and 
supervision of workers. No contribu- 
tion may be exacted from workers for 
these benefits, but for additional bene- 
fits which the employers may not rea- 
sonably be expected to provide, an as- 
sessment may be made if two thirds of 
the workers assent, in which event the 
workers are permitted to have repre- 
sentation in the management of the 
arrangements, accommodation or other 
facilities to be provided. 

It appears from the welfare memo- 
randa that industrial efficiency depends 
largely upon consideration of the health 
of munition workers through proper 
attention to such questions as housing, 
transit, canteen provision and indi- 
vidual welfare of the employee, which 
have become of vital concern to manu- 
facturers who appreciate the necessity 
of conserving their labor force in order 
to attain a maximum of production in 
the shortest space of time. Managers 
generally testify to the value of the 
services rendered by welfare super- 
visors. The committee recommends as 
particularly important the appoint- 
ment of a competent woman welfare 
supervisor of experience and sympathy 
who shall devote her attention exclu- 
sively to problems affecting the health 
of women and girls, to the character 
and behavior of fellow women workers, 
to the maintenance of suitable and 
sufficient sanitary accommodations, to 
the capacity of workers to withstand 
the physical strain and stress of work, 
and to their power to endure long 
hours, overtime and nightwork. 



